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Unemployment rate falls 
below ten per cent 


In May 1994 the trend estimate of the unemployment rate fell to 

9.9 per cent, the first time since August 1991 that the rate has fallen 
below ten per cent. The trend estimate of employment increased to 
7,850,100 in May 1994, 0.6 per cent lower than the June 1990 peak of 
7,894,100. The trend estimate of unemployment decreased for the eighth 
successive month and stood at 866,900 in May 1994, the lowest level 
since October 1991. The trend estimate of the participation rate fell 
slightly to 62.6 per cent. 


Employment 


EMPLOYED PERSONS The seasonally adjusted estimate of employed persons for May 1994 was 
emo 7,863,000, an increase of 30,500 since April 1994. Full-time employment 
increased by 21,400 to 5,981,700 while part-time employment increased 
by 9,000 to 1,881,300. For males, employment increased by 11,700 to 
4,514,600 with an increase of 14,600 in full-time employment. Female 

7704) employment increased by 18,800 to 3,348,400 with increases of 6,900 and 
7600 11,900 respectively in full-time and part-time employment. 


Seasonathy artto sted — Trend 


May May May May May LABOUR FORCE SURVEY ESTIMATES 


Wen 199) 1992 1993 199 . 
Seasonally adjusted 


Employed 


Liest- Partici- 
Full-time Part-time Un ployrient pation 
workers warkers Total employed rate rate 
— ‘000 — — per cent — 


1993 
December 5 941.5 1850.5 7 792.0 921.5 10.6 62.9 
1994 
January 5920.5 1884.7 7 805.3 917.7 10.5 62.9 
February 5 960.3 1859.4 7 BOF 913.9 10.5 62.9 
March 59514 1 875.3 7 826.8 902.7 10.3 62.9 
April 5 960.2 18723 7832.5 875.1 WA 62.6 
May 5981.7 1 881.3 7 863.0 851.8 9.8 62.6 


Unemployment 


In May 1994, the seasonally adjusted estimate of unemployed persons 
fell by 23,300 and now stands at 851,800, The number of unemployed 
persons seeking full-time work fell by 30,300 to 702,300 due to falls of 
18,100 and 12,200 respectively in the number of unemployed males and 
females seeking full-time work. Unemployed persons secking part-time 
work increased by 6,900 to 149,500 with similar increases for males and 
females. 


UNEMPLOYED PERSONS 


vs Srasonally adjosted — Trend 


a way a ay A 
a a a Unemployment rate 
The seasonally adjusted estimate of the unemployment rate fell 
0.3 percentage points to 9.8 per cent in May 1994, the first time since 
August 1991 the rate has failen below 10.0 per cent. For males, the 
unemployment rate decreased by 0.3 percentage points to 10.1 per cent 
Statistics Weekly and for females, the unempioyment rate decreased 0.2 percentage points 
16 June 1994 to 9.3 per cent. Continued ... 


Participation rate 


The May 1994 seasonally adjusted estimate of the labour force 
participation rate remained unchanged at 62.6 per cent. For males, the 
participation rate fell for the fourth successive month and now stands at 
73.3 per cent, while the female participation rate increased slightly to 
52.2 per cent. 


For further information, order the publication Labour Force, Australia, Preliminary 
(6202.0), or contact Heather Crawford on (06) 252 6525. 


Established house prices move up 


The price index of established houses in Australia rose 1.1 per cent 


SELECTED HOUSING PRICE INDEX between the December quarter 1993 and the March quarter 1994. Falls 
1989-901 = LOM Index . + . . 
pe in Melbourne (- 1.1%) and Canberra (— 0.3%), partially offset rises in 
Paublished houses — Projecthomes "| ag other capital cities ranging from 1.3 per cent in Brisbane and Hobart to 


3.9 per cent in Perth, 


i yee : 104 
a ‘a2 In the year to March quarter 1994, the index rose 2.8 per cent. Positive 


annual movements were recorded in six cities with increases ranging 
a ellie . . . 

Mat Mar Mar Mar from 2.3 per cent in Melbourne to 17.3 per cent in Darwin. Decreases 
were recorded in Canberra (~ 1.4%) and Adelaide (— 0.5%). 


Project home prices for Australia increased 0.4 per cent between the 
December quarter 1993 and the March quarter 1994. Movements ranged 
from — 0.6 per cent in Melbourne to 3.1 per cent in Darwin. 


HOUSING PRICES, MARCH QUARTER 1994 
Percentage change 


Established houses Project howies 


Frown Frani 

Frovt corresponditig Pront corresponding 

previous quarter of previous quarter of 

gunrier previous year quarter previous year 

Sydney 2.1 25 0.7 24 

Melbourne -L1 2.3 —0.6 2.5 

Brisbane 13 29 0.5 0.9 

Adelaide 2.0 -O.5 15 FD 

Perth 39 8.7 1.4 3.3 

Hobart 1.3 4.3 0.8 24 

Darwin 14 17.3 3.1 8.5 

Canberra -0.3 -14 -th5 -0.2 
Weighted average af 

eight capital cifies it 28 thd 25 


. For further information, order the publication House Price Indexes: Fight Capital 
Statistics Weekly Cities (6416.0), or contact Alison Yardley on (06) 252 5263. 
16 June 1994 


Australia’s diverse families 


Almost 9 in 10 people live with at least one other family member. In 


PROFORTION OF MARRIED PEOPLE WHO 1992, there were almost 4.8 million families in Australia, compared with 
LIVED IN DE FACTO RELATIONSHIP BEFORE wae wee 
Per cent MARRIAGE, 1992 4.1 million families in 1982. 
oy 
| | Of all major family types, one parent families grew at the fastest rate 
an 


between 1982 and 1992 (42%). Most one parent families are formed 

| through separation and divorce, rather than through single parenthood 
— over half (57%) of all lone parents in 1992 were divorced or 

0 separated, Approximately one million children lived in one parent 


Mamed for first Remanied alter Remunied etter 


time divorce widowhond families, 


Couple families grew by 15 per cent in the ten years to 1992, Almost 

5 million children lived in couple families, and they were more likely to 
be dependent than children in one parent families (81% compared with 
70%). 


Fight out of 10 children aged 24 and under lived in a family with both 
natural parents. Ninety-six per cent of children of these ages lived with 
their natural mother. Thirteen per cent of all children lived only with 
their natural mother, and 5 per cent lived with their natural mother and 
step father. A smaller proportion of children lived only with their 
natural father (2%) and less than one per cent lived with their natural 
father and step mother. Less than one per cent of children were in the 
care of a family member other than a natural or step parent. 


Over half (56%) of marriages registered in 1992 were preceded by a 
period of de facto living. The increase in couples living together before 
marriage over the past two decades is due not only to an increase in the 
number of young people living together but also to an increase in older 
couples living together. Of currently married people who had remarried 
after divorce, 52 per cent had lived together before their most recent 
marriage, compared with 32 per cent of people who were currently 
married for the first time. 


PROPORTION OF CHILDREN AGED 0 TO 24 YEARS LIVING WITH NATURAL 
PARENTS, STEP PARENT(S} OR GUARDIAN, 1992 


(per cent} 
Age 

Family type thd oF 10-14 15-19 ated Totat 
In couple families 

Both natural parents 86.6 81.6 738 73.1 74.0 78.8 

Natural mother, step father 0.8 38 6.9 7.0) 6.0 47 

Natural father, step mother (1.1 0.3 0.8 16 1.3 LF 

Other guardian — 0.2 03 0.8 0.5 0.3 
in one parent families 

Natural mother 119 12.4 13.4 13.4 13.0 128 

Natural father (1.5 14 2.5 3.1 4.2 21 

Other guardian — OL 0.2 Ll 1.1 4 
All children aged 15 to 24 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0 100.0 100.0 
Number (000) 1 268.7 1282.5 1253.2 1137.3 An? 3 BR2.5 

Statistics Weekly For further information, order the publication Focus on Families: Demographics and 


16 June 1994 Family Formation (4420.0) or cortact Elisabeth Davis on (06) 252 7030. 
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Crime fighters get the facts 


An initiative of the Australian Police Ministers Council was recently 
Janwary to December 1993 realised with the release on 31 May of National Crime Statistics, the first 
publication in a series dealing with national crime statistics. 


4 
0 The first issue relates to a selected range of offences that have been 
» reported to or detected by police during the 1993 calendar year. It will 
be foliowed by regular six-monthly reports. 
~ Manter = Attempted ad 
_ 0 The aim of national crime statistics is to provide comparable data across 
J F M A M J J oA 3 GO NSN D . : soe a : 
the States and Territories. The statistics represent basic indicators of the 
relative level and nature of recorded crime in Australia and will provide 
a basis for measuring changes over time. 
The publication is the work of the National Crime Statistics Unit 
(NCSU). The NCSU was established in September 1990 and is jointly 
Je BBERY Vict funded by State and Territory Police Departments, the Commonwealth 
. 700 Attorney-General’s Department and the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 
eNO ” The first issue establishes a base for the six-monthly series by presenting 
_ wi LS 500 data for 1993 in two six-monthly halves as well as providing full-year 
Noe 7 _ a information on such issues as the type of location where crimes were 
ne suntioibery = Doar mo committed and the use of weapons in particular kinds of offence. Data 
wer 30 is given as actual numbers of victims and as a rate per 100,000 
POR MAM RS ON 8 population for each month. The following table sets out aggregate rates 
for major offences for 1993. 
VICTIMS OF CRIMES, JANUARY TO DECEMBER 1993 
(per 100,000 population} 
Type of crime NSW Vie. Coad SA WA Tas, NT ACT Aust. 
Tlomicide 348 345 678725 SD 23R IDB 167 4.54 
Murder 1.95 Li? 829 21973127 F197 Lt 
Attempted murder 1.36 1.46 4.27 3.56 0.83 0.64 4.16 1.00) 2.03 
Manslaughter o.10 O09 0.32 0.34 0.60 _ 2.38 _— 0.22 
Driving causing 
death 007 607k 90GB ADF — 0.65 
Sexual assault 63.19 7042 71.26 «10761 75.290 2671 1S.B6 25437015 
Kidnap/ abduction 4.21 1.52 3.89 $.13 197 2.76 1.78 5.69 3.64 
Rabbery 99.59 4267 6156 11651 5800 2247 2793 3814 72.28 
Armed robbery 38.49 22.19 29.85 93.52 28.34 954 832 17.40 30.05 
Unarmed robbery 6140 2048 31.71 82.99 29.69 12.93 19.6 20.74 42.22 
Blackmail /extartion 0.13 1.28 139 1.85 7.40 —_ —_— 1.00 0.79 
Unlawful entry 
with intent = «1 838.17 1803.25 2410.24 2844.56 3145.33 2531.91 2190.73 191034 2160.73 
Motor vehicle theft 650.17 618.05 501.99 7041E 966.14 281.53 446.23 -B5S.37 637.02 
Of the offences included in the scope of the national collection, unlawful 
entry with intent (burglary, break and enter) was the most reported 
crime with more than 380,000 cases nationally in 1993, a rate per 
100,000 population of 2,160 for the year. There were almost as many 
victims of sexual assault as there were of robbery (12,390 and 12,765, at 
rates of 70 and 72 per 100,000 respectively) while 290 people (a rate of 
1.6) were murdered in the year. 
Statistics Weekly For further imformation, order fhe publication National Crime Statistics (4570.0), or 


16 June 1994 contact fude Barbeta oa (03) 615 7370. 
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REASONS FOR CHILDREN UNDER 12 USING 
FORMAL CARE, JUNE 1993 


ET OF Work refried 1 Fersonat @ Beneficial 


Before & Lome = Farmily Orcas Pre- Drher 
alter day day ional school forriall 
schout care carr care care 
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1.5 million kids use child care 


Just under half of the 3,085,900 children in Australia under the age of 
12 years use cither formal or informal child care arrangements, or both, 
according to findings from the June 1993 Child Care Survey. 


The survey showed that 596,200 children used some type of formal care 
arrangement. This included attendance at pre-school for 236,900 
children, long day care 146,700, before and afler school care programs 
85,800, family day care 80,700, occasional care 50,000 and other formal 
care 30,000. 


Parental work-related reasons accounted for 43 per cent of all children 
who used formal care. Of these children, 67 per cent attended before 
and after school care programs or long day care centres. 


The labour force status of parents had a significant influence on the 
tendency for children to use formal care. Where at least one parent was 
not in the labour force, the proportion of children using formal care was 
around 15 per cent compared with about 25 per cent of children whose 
lone parent, or both parents in a couple family, were employed. 


As weekly family income increased the proportion of children in formal 
care rose. For children in families with a weekly family income of less 
than $160, 11 per cent used formal care compared with 2% per cent of 
children in families with a weekly family income in excess of 51,280, 
The pattern was similar for children who used informal care but as 
weekly family income decreased, the percentage using neither formal 
nor informal care increased. 


CHILD CARE ARRANGEMENTS 1990 AND 1993 
Children under 12 years of age 


Tune 1993 


November 1990) 
Nitarber Number 

Child care arrangements (Coda) Per cent (O00) Per cent 
Formal care only 278.0 93 338.7 11.0 
Informal care only 1018.1 33.9 908.7 29.4 
Formal and informal care 252.5 §.4 257.5 8.3 
Total 1548.5 5L6 1 504.9 48.8 
Children who used neither 

formal ner informal care 1455.2 4g.4 1581.0 5LZ 
Total children 3003.7 7000 3085.9 TOO 
Total format care 530.4 17.6 596.2 19.3 
Total informal care 1270.5 425 1 166.2 37.6 


The survey asked parents whether they felt they had a need for child 
care that was not being satisfied. Survey results showed that parents of 
16 per cent or 489,200 children under 12 years reported a requirement 
for formal child care that was not being met. Overall, parental work 
was the single largest reason for additional formal care requirements 
needed by 156,600 or 32 per cent of children. 


Continued .. 
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Inquiries 


The ABS supplies a wide range of 
statistical information: 


through its bookshops 


by mail order 
(including subscription) 


by facsimile 


electronically. 


To order any of the publications 
mentioned in Statistics Weekly or to 
inquire about the statistics and services 
available from the ABS, contact 
Information Services at any of the 
offices listed below. An Information 
Consultancy Service in each office 
provides assistance of a more extensive 
or complex nature. 


ABS Central Office 


CS] = PO Box 10 
BELCONNEN ACT 2616 


Bos) 252 6627 
FAX (06) 253 1404 


ABS State Offices 


T Nsw (02) 268 4611 
Vie. (03) 615 7000 
Qld (07) 222 6351 
WA (09) 323 5740 
SA (08) 237 700 
‘Tas. (0102) 20 5800 
NT (089) 432 711 
ACT (06) 207 0326 


Subscriptions 

To subseribe to Stahsties Weekly or any 
other ABS printed publication, phone 
the ABS Subscription Service toll-free 
on (008) 020608, or contact Information 
Services at any of the offices listed 
above. 


Editar 
Rad Leovic 
{06} 252 6104 


Statistics Weekly 
16 June 1994 


Some 1,166,200 children used some type of informal care arrangement. 
This included care by the child’s siblings, other relatives or non-related 
people. Some 707,100 children or 61 per cent of children using informal 
care were cared for by other relatives such as grandparents, aunts and 
uncles. 


For further information, order the publication Child Care, Australia (4402.0), or 
contact Stephen Butcher on (02} 268 4214, 


Order from the following: 


Expected releases over the fortnight to 28 June 


15 Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other Than House 
Building, Six State Capital Cities and Canberra, April 1994 
(6407.0; $11.00) 
Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six State 
Capital Cities and Canberra, April 1994 (6408.0; $8.50) 


Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing Industry, 
Australia, April 1994 (6412.0; $11.00) 
Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commencements, 
March Quarter 1994, Preliminary (8750.0; $11.00) 


Export Price Index, Australia, April 1994 (6405.0; $8.50) 


20 Australian National Accounts: State Accounts, March Quarter 
1994 (5242.0; 526.00) 
Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia, April 1994 
(5609.0; $11.00) 


Registrations of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, May 1994, 
Preliminary (9301.0; $12.00) 


Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industries, 
Australia, April 1994 (6411.0; $11.00) 
Import Price Index, Australia, April 1994 (6414.0; $8.50) 


Manufacturing Production, Australia, May 1994, Preliminary 
(8301.0; $11.00) 


Selected releases: 8 to 14 June 


General 
Australian Standard Classification of Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS) 
Rivision 1.03, 1990 (1269.0; free} 
NIF-105 Model Data Base Manual, March Qtr 1994 (1340.0; free) 
Demography 
Australian Demographic Statistics, December Qtr 1993 (3101.0; $17.00) 
National accounts, Finance and Foreign trade 
Australian National Accounts: State Accounts, 1992-93 (5220.0; $26.00) 
Labour statistics and Prices 
The Labour Force, Aust. — Preliminary Data on Floppy Disk, May 1994 
(6271.0; $66.30) 
Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Aust., April 1994 (6332.0; $13.00) 
Industrial Disputes, Aust., March 1994 (6321.0; $11.00) 
Price Indexes of Copper Materials, Aust, May 1994 (6410.0; $5.50) 
Price Indexes of Materials Used in Coal Mining, Aust., April 1994 
(6415.0; $11.00) 
Work Related Injuries and Tnesses, NSW, October 1993 (6301.1; $14.00) — 
new issue 
Agriculture 
Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced, Aust., 1992-93 (7503.0; $22.50) 
Manufacturing, Mining, Energy, Service industries, 
Building and construction 
Building Approvals, Old, April 1994 (8731.3; $11.00) 


The latest — consolidated to 14 June 1994 
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Latest figure available 


Percentage change (a) on 


Seasenally Previous Corresponding 
Key national indicators ; Period Units = Orginal __adjusted period perted last year 
National accounts 
Gross domestic product (GDP(A)) at 1989-90 prices March gtr 94 Sm 95 551 100 244 1.9 5.6 
International accounts 
Balanee on current account {b) April 94 $m 1 O91 -1 632 -i8 — 
Balance on merchandise trade (6) " " - 209 — 286 -Sl - 26 
Balance on goods and services (b)} " — 109 405 — 28 2 
Merchandise exports . " 4 588 5 192 -5 6 
Merchandise imports * " 4 925 —3 478 —3 7 
Net foreign debt March qlr 94 $m 167 264 ia -21 3.0 
Net foreign liabilities . " 233 907 nat - 0.8 11.0 
Consumption and investment 
Retail tumover at current prices April 94 $m 8156.9 8453.4 -37 41 
New capital expendilure at current prices March qu 94 " 5 728 6 397 3 -2 
New motor vehicle registrations April 94 ne 44 081 51 082 IF 12.2 
Production 
Manufacturers’ sales at 1989 90 prices March qir 94 $m 35 184 37 572 2.3 9.9 
Dwelling unit approvals Apri] 94 no. 13 856 15 297 2.5 1.5 
Building approvals . tm 2 013.4 2 260.7 5.2 8.4 
Building work done at 1989 9} prices December qtr 93 " 6 643 6 303 2.7 
Prices 
Consumer price index March qtr 94 1989 90 = 100.0 110.4 Tit, 04 1d 
Articles produced by matutacturing industry (d} March 94 1988-89 = 1011.0 175.2 La 0.3 0.8 
Materials used in manufacturing industries March 94 1984-85 = 100.0 122.0 1a 0.2 - 3.1 
Labour force and demography 
Employed persons May 94 “DOO 78792 7 863.0 4 3.0 
Participation cate + " % 62.7 62.6 0.0 0.4 
Unemployment rate + " * oF 93 -i13 -10 
Job vacancies November qt $3 “GOO 38.2 38.9 §.1 31.0 
Averape weekly overtime per employee " hours 130 1.22 L? 8.0 
Estimated resident population September gtr 93 million 17.7 na. 0.3 1.0 
Short-term overseas visitor arrivals January 94 “OO Zl 252 -(6 6.2 
Incomes 
Company profits before income tax March gtr 94 $m 5 150 6 545 34.1 417 
Avy, weekly earnings, full-time adults; ordinary time February 94 $ 612.3) 009.50 0.9 3.1 
Financial markets 
Triterest rales {c) (monthly average) 
90-day bank bilis + April 94 % per annum 4,85 tha. | — 0.4 
10-year Treasury bonds + April 94 . 8.45 na 0.5 0.9 
___Exchange rate — SUS (ce) April 94 pe $A 8.7165 Aa u 


{a) Based on seasonally adjusted figures where available. (6) For percentage changes, a minus sign indicates an increase in the deficit; no sign means a decrease 
in the deficit or an increase in the surplus. (c}) Source: Reserve Bank of Australia. a) Later figures expected to be released Thursday, 16 June 1994. 


NOTES: { = change is shown in terms of percentage points. TLa. = not available. 


Percentage change from samte period pretmous year 


Key State indicators Period = NSW Vie. Old SA WA Tas. NT ACT Aust. 
New capital expenditure* December qtr 93 — 20.0 30.3 — 20.4 — 273 260.8 -39.5 na fa. -14 
Retail turnover (trend eslimate) April 94 5.8 37 6.8 5.6 90 34 ra 5.8 BF 
New motor vehicle registrationst April 94 on 0.8 45.4 -54 1.6 -11.3 21.5 $5 12.2 
Number of dwelling unit approvals* April 94 45 ha — 5.6 - 10.8 18.3 -154 -1iL9 - 37.6 15 
Value of total building work done December gtr 93 —1.3 -O4 9.1 -6.1 23.8 14.2 42.9 “27 39 
Employed persons* May 94 3.3 25 5.0 0.0 3.4 2.0 -20 ll 3.0 
Capital city consumer price index ; March gtr 94 0.8 16 146 1.8 21 2.6 15 1.2 1.4 
Av. weekly earnings (fuli-time adult ordinary time} February 94 45 1.6 3.8 2.1 19 4.0 -O5 4.0 31 
Population September qtr 93 0.9 a3 28 o5 13 0.4 09 1.6 10 
Room nights in licensed hetels and motels, etc. September gtr 93 63 0.1 ERI 24 9.0 5.4 18.4 12.0 67 


* Seasonally adjusted except for NT and ACT. # Seasonally adjusted. 

Figures have been taken from a variety of ABS publications. Copies may be obtained from Information Services (see page 7). Some of the figures shown ate 
reliminary, some final, and some are revisions of previously published figures. Users should check the latest relevant publication or wilh the ABS Information 

Eorvices if the status of the statistic is important. The ABS should be acknowledged as the source when reproducing or quoting any part of this publication. 
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